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ministration was thus made more centralized. The uyezds were ad-
ministered by chief constables and by councilmen elected from among
the nobles. In addition to the power they wielded as landlords the
nobles now received administrative power over the entire population
of their districts. Local self-government by the nobles necessitated
the establishment of gubernia and uyezd associations of the nobility.

In 1785 the nobles were granted a charter confirming their right to
own land and serfs. It also confirmed all the privileges previously grant-
ed them: such as immunity from corporal punishment and exempti on
from personal taxes. The nobles of every administrative district com-
prised the respective gub'Tnia and uyezd "associations of the nobility"
which enjoyed self-rule. The nobles of each uyezd met once every three
years to elect an uyezd marshal of the nobility. The nobles of each
gubernia met to elect the gubernia marshal of the nobility from among
the uy^zd marshals, as well as to elect candidates for administrative
offices. The nobles received the right to make their needs known to
the governor-general and, through gpecial deputies, to the Senate and
the empress.                   ^7?- P^bfr

Municipal administration was also reorganized in 1785. Every
town resident became a member of a general town association which
was divided into six categories. The citizens elected a mayor and
deputies Jo the city duma which had charge of municipal affairs. The
municipal administration was controlled by the upper stj^tep of the
merchants. Administrative power in the towns
gorodnichi (town bailiff) appointed by the

The government took special pains to increase
power in the outlying provinces. Cossack self-government, injthe
area was further restricted; what was left of the Zaporogfafa^a jS&ck
on the Lower Dnieper was done away with in 1775. T?he govermi^&pt
paid particular attention to the Yaik Cossacks, who had;;t&ken/4n
active part in the Pugachev uprising. Their name was clt&i*geci to
Ural Cossacks.

The reforms of 1775-1785 further strengthened the dictatorship
of the nobility. The nobles received an oven more centralized and
stronger administrative apparatus by which they were better able
to keep in touch with the popular temper and take swift measures in
suppressing peasant disturbances. Catherine II was glorified in verse
as the "tsaritsa of the npbmty.

,

LICY AFTER THE PEASANT WAR

Annexation of the Crimea. The terms of the Kuchuk Kamarji
Treaty concluded with Turkey in 1774 considerably simplified the
incorporation into Russia of the steppes adjoining the 'Black Sea arid
the annexation of the Crimea. Both were essential to Russia's vital